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The library of the Ibero-American
Institute (IAl) Prussian Cultural
Heritage Foundation in Berlin

is Europe’s largest special li-

brary on Latin America, Spain,
Portugal and the Caribbean.

It holds 830,000 monographs,
33,000 journals, 73,000 maps

and 38,500 audio-visual materi-
als and is the third largest special
library of its kind in the world,
after the Library of Congress

in Washington and the Nettie-
Lee-Benson-Collection at the
University of Texas at Austin. Each
year, 30,000 monographs are add-
ed through purchasing, exchange
and donations and the library has
subscribed to 5,000 journals.

IBERO-AMERIKANISCHES INSTITUT
PREUSSISCHER KULTURBESITZ

Approximately 65% of the holdings are in
exclusive German ownership. The IAl's coll-
ection focuses on Humanities, Political Sci-
ence, Geography, Ethnology, Amerindian
Studies as well as Archaeology, each rela-
ted to Latin America, Spain, Portugal and
the Caribbean. In addition, the IAI library
oversees the DFG'SSG? in the subject are-
as of Latino Studies, as well as Law, Govern-
ment Publications and Daily Newspapers in
or from Latin America.

All materials are made available to users at
the institute itself or through the national
and international interlibrary loan system
as well as the subito document delivery ser-
vice. Every year, more than 15,000 media

1 DFG = Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German
Research Foundation)

2 SSG = Sondersammelgebiet (Special Subject Coll-
ection). The German Research Foundation defines
and finances 121 special collections in 40 German
Sondersammelgebietsbibliotheken (Special Subject
Collection Libaries)
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units are delivered through the various dis-
tribution channels.

As a member of the GBV? the |Al library uses
an OCLC Pica catalogue where the predo-
minant part of the library’s holdings is lis-
ted. The IAl's collections are administered
by the local library system LBS4.* Since the
foundation of the 1Al in 1930, articles from
anthologies and journals have been indexed
systematically. Since 2000, image files from
selected journals have been made availab-
le in a current contents database which can
be searched by journal title, country of pub-
lication, place of publication, subject terms,
issue number and call number.

3 GBV = Gemeinsamer Bibliotheksverbund (Com-
mon Library Network). The GBV is a common libra-
ry network of the seven German federal states Bre-
men, Hamburg, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania,
Lower Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein,
Thuringia as well as of the Prussian Cultural Herita-
ge Foundation.

4 by OCLC Pica.

In order to be able to improve the verifi-
cation situation of journal articles and at
the same time the bibliographic supply of
information according to the demands of
a special library, it was decided in 2006 to
officially join the Online Contents Service
for Special Collections (OLC-SSG) of the
GBV. For this purpose, a technical solution
for automated formal cataloguing of the
contents of journals was sought. The only
half-automatic programme used at that
time by different Special Subject Collection
Libraries was the Current Contents Tool

(CC-Tool) which was developed at SUB
Géttingend. This tool processes the scanned
tables of contents with the OCR-Software
Omnipage and issues them as ASCII data in
a text editor. Title, author and page referen-
ces have to be marked manually in a highly

5 Staats- und Universitétsbibliothek Gottingen (Goet-
tingen State and University Library), Gottingen,
Lower Saxony.









